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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0137 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IZ 

SUBJECT: INTERNAL POLITICAL DIFFICULTIES 

1. IT IS WIDELY BELIEVED THAT SOME 20 MILITARY OFFICERS WERE 
ARRESTED ABOUT THREE WEEKS AGO FOR UNSPECIFIED ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
ACTIVITY, HIGHEST RANKING OF WHICH WAS RETIRED MAJOR GENERAL 
AND FORMER MAYOR OF BAGHDAD HASSAN MUSTAFA. ALL HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BEEN EXECUTED. INDIAN EMBOFF TOLD ME ARRESTS 
APPARENTLY CONNECTED WITH AIRPLANE CRASH AT HABB ANIYY AH 

AF BASE WEST OF BAGHDAD. HE ALSO BELIEVED THAT IT WAS REASON 
FOR LARGE CEREMONY ON MARCH 2 AT WHICH PRESIDENT BAKR HONORED 
HEROES OF OCTOBER WAR AND RCC VICE CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN 
RECEIVED AF MEDAL. 

2. ALTHOUGH PERHAPS UNRELATED, ON EVENINGS OF MARCH 5, 

6, AND 7 PRESIDENT BAKR SPOKE ON TV FOR THREE HOURS EACH 
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HELD LAST JANUARY. SINCE NOT EVEN MOST DEVOTED BAATHI 
COULD HAVE SAT THROUGH ALL TEN HOURS, APPEARANCE APPARENTLY 
DESIGNED FOR OTHER PURPOSES SUCH AS TO DEMONSTRATE PRESIDENT'S 
GOOD HEALTH. (IN FACT, IT APPEARED FROM PRESIDENT'S MANNER 
THAT MARATHON HAD BEEN VIDEOTAPED.) 

3. RUMORS OF LARGE SCALE CABINET CHANGES CONTINUE TO 
CIRCULATE BUT ARE TOO NUMEROUS AND UNSUBSTANTIATED TO 
ENNUMERATE. 

4. COMMENT: TOGETHER WITH KURDISH DENOUEMENT AND IRANIAN 
BORDER CLASHES, ABOVE INDICATES THAT OIL MONEY HAS NOT 
YET SUCCEEDED IN CHANGING IRAQI POLITICAL LIFE. 

LOWRIE 
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